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Why we do this 
New Ways of Seeing 
 

• Recording what Africa looks 
like as it evolves 

 
New Ways of Being 
• Creating opportunities for 

African photographers, 
designers, creatives and 
technologists (TED) 
 

New Stories to be told 
• Telling different stories about 

Africa 
 

WE CARRY WITHIN US ALL THE 
ANSWERS THAT WE SEEK 

OUTSIDE 



Project overview 

Challenges to African Development 



Workshops in SSA - Kenya 

• 60 participants across SSA 

• Interrogated 4 thematic areas 
for discussion 
– Work 

– Services 

– Inclusion 

– Outliers 

• Sponsored by Rockefeller 
Foundation 

12 Key Outcomes 







Ideas on Health Care Delivery 



Ideas on Youth Unemployment 



Ideas on Data for Governance & 

Development 



Most Pressing Issue – Youth 

Unemployment 



Africa’s Capacity to Adapt and Exposure to Future 

Jobs 



Digital Opportunities for Africa 



Mobile Contributions to Africa’s Digital 

Economy  Social  
 

• 5.2 million jobs supported by mobile 
ecosystem in Africa by end 2014 

 
• Mid-2015: About 513 million people 

digitally included across Africa with 
mobile subscription; 142m MBB subs 

 

Economic 
 

• Operators’ investments up to $78bn 
between 2015-20 

 
• Well over $15bn raised in general taxes, 

not counting spectrum & license fees 



The Digital Divide 

Commonwealth of Independent States.  
Source ITU (international telecommunication Union. 



Drivers for Development of the  

Barefoot Digital Youth Programme 



Digital Youth Programme   

Kisumu, Kenya Launch 



Key Partners 



Key Activities 

GOOGLE Training 

• Digital Skills Literacy 

AJIRA Training 

• Online work opportunities 

ACAI Training 

Mobile Apps and Data Collection Training 

Wide Government Support 

• Ministries of ICT  

• Ministries of Culture – Creative Economy 

• Ministry of Youth & Gender 

• Ministry of Education 



Participant Profile 

• Focus on school leavers w/o Secondary 

school certificate 

• 700 young people trained (18-24) in 2016. 

• 3,500 people trained in 2017 

• Informal workers targeted 

 – Jua Kali  street hawkers, Motocycle 

riders (boda boda) 

• Pathways to vocational training in future 

• Private Sector partnerships for data 

collection employment opportunities 



Mobile Apps For Analogue 

Lives 
iCow 

Africa Travel 

Guide 

MedAfric

a 

M-Pepea 

MAMA 

M-Farm 

Olalashe 

M-Shamba 

Totohealth 

Eneza Education 

Mkulima 

Young 



• Mobile Money Transfer 

• Pay bills and buy goods 

• Savings, loans, insurance, mortgages 

 



• Offers real-time market prices for 

crops, matching Kenyan farmers 

with buyers 



• Mobile Alliance for Maternal Action 

(MAMA) 

• SMS text messages for at risk mothers 

 



• For farmers with livestock 

• Mostly dairy Farmers 

 



• Mobile Certificate Course 

• Most widely used mobile education 

platform in Africa with local content 

• Used widely in refugee camps and 

conflict areas in East Africa. 



Why are we doing this?  

• To help people find work that gives dignity and 

purpose  

• To offer youpeople more choices about how to 

live, work or do business 

• To help fill important data gaps in health, 

education, agriculture etc 

• To work with people, government and 

businesses to make better decisions 

 



Why are we doing this?  


